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For the Christian Repository. 
| No. XXXII. 
TO THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS, 


ON THE TRINITY. \ 


And Iwill pray the Father, and He shall give 
vou another Comforter, that He may abide with you 
forever ; even the Spirit of truth” John xiv. 16 
' From the arguments advanced in former num- 
bers, it will be evident toevery unprejudiced and 
tumble enquirer after truth, tliat there is a Plu- 
rality of Persons in the Deity 

L will now proceed to shew, that this Plurality 
isa Trinity, consisting of Father, Son and Holy 
Chost, Three Persons i. One God. Ist. John 
»iv, 26 * But the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will seud in my name, He 
-hall teach you all things, and bring ail things to 
your remembiance, Whatsoever J have said unto 
you.” 

This text, which we suppose Amicus will allow 
io be genuine, affords a clear and convincing 
proof of the truth of the doctrine for which we 
contend, and is amply suflicient of itself, to with- 
stand the whole battery of Socinian objections. 

The First Person mentioned is the Comforter, 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father should send in 
the name ot Christ, and.whose office it shouid be, 
to console the disciples of Jesus during his ab. 
sence—to teach them all things—and to bring to 
their remembrance whatsoever they had beard 
trom the lips of their divine Instructor. Now, 
ean it be said of any thing which is not a person— 
He shall teach—He shall bring all things to your 
remembrance—whom tie Father will send? He 
must surely be a person who is sent—who teach- 
eth—who is a Comforter, and a Aemembrancer. 

The Second Person inthe text is denominated 
the Father, who was to send the Holy Ghost in 
the name of Christ. , 

He who sends another, must be a distinct per- 
son from the one who is sent ; but the Father 
sends the Holy Ghost, they must theretore be dis- 
tinct, and as they cannot be “distinct nothings,” 
they must be distinct persons. 

‘The Third Person spoken of in this passage, 
is the Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name the Father 
should send the Holy Ghost. He must be a per- 
son, in Whose name another is sent, and he must 
also be distinct from the other two, (i. e. from the 
sender, and the one sent.) No language could 
possibly, more clearly convey the idea of three 
sléstinet agents, than does this text ; and he must 
have a very simple mind indeed, who can perceive 
but one. We must either acknowledge that there 
are Three Persons spoken of in this text, or we 
must maintain that #0 person is mentioned, for it 
is equally plain that there are Three, as that there 
is One. 

In discussing this passage, 1 have dwelt parti- 
cularly on the distinct personality of Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost, because it is only necessary to 
prove that Three persons are mentioned, to estab 
lish the doctrine of the Trinity ; for you have 
already acknowledged the Divinity of the Son 
and Holy Ghost. 

2. Another convincing argument may be dedu- 
ced from the baptism of our Saviour, as recorded 
in the 3rd of Matthew, 16 and 17 verses. “ And 
Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straight- 
way out of the water, and Lo / the heavens were 
opened upon him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him ; 
and Lo! a voice from heaven saying, this is my 
teloved Son, in whom J am well pleased.” The 
interjection, “ Lo!” which here occurs twice, is 
used to denote something remarkable and worthy 
of specialattention. In this text, as in the former 
one, it is evident that there are three distinct 
agents, to each of whom a distinct act Is ascribed. 
Jesus is coming out of the water—the Father 
speaks from heaven—and the Holy Ghost de- 
scends in the appearance of a dove, and alights 
on Christ. Uf this passage does not teach the 
doctrine of three persons in the divine nature, it 
teaches nothing, and is entirely without meaning. 
‘‘ Amicus” censures us for not being content 

with the language of Scripture in expressing our 
ideas of the divine Being—and intimates that the 
Holy Ghost has been suificiently accurate in the 
choice of words by which to express the wail of 
God, Let “ Amicus” now idhere to his own rule 
and give us his ideas of this passage. We are 
afraid be will be ebliged to remove this text also, 
‘rom the word of God; or perhaps he will say, 
<* it is a figure of speech,”—** a Greek anomaly.” 

1 would here beg leave to propose a question 
sinvilar to one which * Amicus” has already asked, 
If the Holy Spirit had not intended to have taught 
the doctrine of a Trinity of Persons in the Deity, 
would he have used language so obviously calcu- 
lated to inculeate this doctrine ? ‘Vo say that the 
Holy Spirit * did not much concern himself with 
the niceties of modern grammarians, would dis- 
honour the God of truth; and yet, such in effect, 
is the language of Amicus,” for dil not Moses, 

as well as other hely men, speak as he was inoved 
sy the Holy Ghost? In this second text, (Matt. 
iii, 16, 17.) the doctrine of Three Persons in the 
Deity, is more clearly asserted than in Jolin xiv. 
26. for in addition, there are the appearance of a 
dove, (representing the Holy Spimt,) and the 


+ 


voice from heaven (proceeding from the Father,) 
** this is my beloved Son ” 

* Amicus” may, if he pleases, again ascribe to 
us ‘* gross and carnal conceptions,” in perceiving 
the doctrine of the Trinity in this passage ; but 
he must excuse us, if we are obstinate enough to 
prefer the plain sense of Scripture to all his re- 
fined notions, and if we should venture to assert, 
that our opponent, after having acknowledged the 
Divinity of the Son and Spirit, will never be able 
to persuade the people of God to reject the doc. 
trine under consideration, to embrace his unscrip- 
tural sentiment 

3. The form used in Christian Baptism, as laid 
down by our Lord himself, constitutes our third 
argument, Matt. xxviii. 19. “ Go ye therefore, 
and teach ail nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost.” This language is very emphatic, and 
expiesses the idea of Lhree Persons as distinctly 
as words can express it. If the Father is a per- 
son (which Amicus will not deny) then the Son 
also is a person, and consequently, the Holy Ghost; 
and on the eontrary, if the Son and Spirit are not 
persons, then the Father is not a person, tor it is 
necessary that the same things should be under- 
stood of each; namely, their drvinity, and the 
Christian’s reliance on them as the God of our 
salvation. 

if “* Amicus” should be permitted to refine this 
passage, we conceive it would read thus, “ Go 
ye nov therefore, and teach yor all nations, bap- 
tizing them nor in the name of God, and of 
‘ mortal flesh,’ and of a divine influence.” 

We rejoice in the belief that the Christian 
chuitch is not prepared to alopt a creed which 
does such violence and dishonour to the Scriptures 
of truth. 

4. We appeal to the Apostolic benediction, in 
proof of the doctrine of the Trinity. 2Cor. 13, 14: 
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, 
be with you all, Amen.” The observations which 
Ihave already made on the three preceding texts, 
are equally applicable to this. Euch of the sa- 
cred persons is distinctly mentioned, and an ap- 
propriate blessing prayed for trom each—grace 
from the Son—love from God the Futher—com- 
munion from the Holy Ghost. 

The only difference between this and former 
texts, is that the word God is used, instead of the 
Father, which circumstance tends to strengthen 
our arguinent. 

5. There are few tgxts more directly opposed 
to the opinion of “ Amicus” than is John xvii. 5. 
and indeed the whole of this chapter, “ And now 
O Father! glorify thou me with thine ownself, 
with the glory which J had with thee before the 
world was.” 

Here is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
who declares that he possessed glory with the 
Father, before the world was. Now, the human 
nature of Christ, the * mortul flesh” had no exist- 
ence till four thousand years after the world was 
created—it could not then be “ mortal flesh” 
which possessed glory with the Father. It was 
then the divine nature of Christ, which was wiih 
the Father, and possessed glory with him before 
the world was—But surely Ae is a distinct person 
from the Father, who prays to the Father for that 
glory which he had with fim, before the world 
was, (i, e. from everlasting.) If the drvine nature 
of our Lord Jesus, is not a distinct person from 
the Father, then the text just quoted is absurd 
and unintelligible ; but, “ by keeping this distine- 
tion always in view, (not only this passage, but) 
the most difficult Scripture passages, relating to 
Christ, are easily solved.” 

6. The last direct passage which I shall at pre 
sent adduce in support of the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity is 1. John v. 7. “ For there are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word and 
the Holy Ghost, and these three are one.” This 
text “ Amicus” has pronounced “ spurious ;” 
but Christians will not be disposed to expel it 
from the Bible on his bare assertion, This pas- 
sage is so unequivocal a proof of the doctrine of 
the Trinity, that it is no wonder that it has been 
assailed by the enemies of truth—and that they 
have exerted all their ingenuity to prove it an 
interpolation. 

Amicus by calling it ‘*spurious” without at- 
tempting to prove it so, is merely begging the 
question ;—we shall therefore put him to the 
trouble of bringing forth his arguments against 
its authenticity, before we think itincumbent on 
us to step forward in its defence. 





If we ure not content with scripture TEeRMs, 


| -2micus is not content with scripture reser; but 


by reiterating the Socinian cry of “ spurious!” 
he endeavous toexpunge a part of Gocd’s word 
from the Bible. Socinians and others of the 
same stamp, willnot acknowledge this passage 
as genuine, for should they do so, their cause 
would be lost. 

We advise Amicus to be very careful how he 
pronounces a part of God’s word “ spurious,” lest 
he should commit that sin which would * take 
away his part out of the book of life.” (Rev xxii. 
19 ) 

The foregoing arguments will derive addition- 
al weight in every pious mind, from other doc- 














it is in no danger of being “ shaken” or subvert. | 
ed by the feeble assaults of its foes. It has ¢ri-' 
umphant'y withstood the repeated aitacks of the | 
enemy of souls for the space of eighteen hundred 
years—i's believers and advocates are constantly 
increasing=~and it will remain the doctrine of the 
Bible and of the church of Christ, when the 
tongues and pens of its adversaries, are heard 
aid move no more. 

_ Before closing our present number, we shall no- 
tice a few prominent things in the last communi- 
cation of Amicus, 

1. His abuse of Trinitarians. He calls us 
* Tritheists,” i, e. worshippers of three Gods— 
He accuses us of “ malice” —~of “ falsetiood”—of 
™ self-interest”’—of * mercenary” motives in de- 
fending the truth—of “ Popery®—and of wilfully 
“aiming from the beginning of the present con- 
troversey, to villify and defame the Society of 
Friends.” These terms of reproach and unjust 
charges, come with a very ill grace from the meek, 
the charitable and loving Frieud, who is continual- 
fy complaining of our want of christian love. In 
eailing us “ Tritheists,” Amicus is inconsistent 
with Aimself —In one of his e.says, (No 14, C. KR.) 
he catls, ** Wickliffe, Luther, Calvin, Zuinglius, 
Metancthon, and others, faithful sons ot ihe morn- 
ing” and yet those who main aim the same doc- 
trines with those Reformers, are sons of darkness 
—* dark” —* letter Iearned clergy.” Why did 
not Amicus cali Luther and Calvin, © Tritheists ” 
Avain, Amicus calls J -lin Newton a true minister 
ot Christ (No. 10, vol. 2, C. R.) but if Newton 
we e alive now, he would only be ‘*a mercenary 
Pres.” We advise our opponent, hereafter to 
imitate the example of our Redeemer, “ who when 
he was reviled, reviled not again ”’ 

2 We notice the misrepresentutions of Amicus. 
His whole drift in his present essays, is to redicule 
the doctrine of the Trinity, by endeavouring to 
persuade his readers that we beheve in the exis- 
tence of three Gods. ‘To this purpose he falsely 
represents us as believing that, * Godis divided 
into three parts.’—t,hat ** there are three persons 
and yet but one person” in the Deity. (No. 16, vol. 
2, L. R) Now we deny that we ever believed, v1 

professed to believe, such absurdities; and we 
hope that Amicus, on consideration, will be 
ashamed ihat he has thus misrepresented our faith. 
flere we will humbly answer the questions, which 
Amicus, towards the close of his last communi- 
cation, has proposed. We believe that tiere are 
three persons, (not three substances) in the divine 
nature er Godhead. Butit will be asked, * Whar 
are those persons?” We answer—This is the 
point on which “ real christians never feel justifi- 
ed in indulging any curiosity.” It is enough for 
us that the scripiures plainly teach the “ ‘Trinity 
of persons in the Godhead:”—we du not there- 
fore attempt to decide, * whut those persons are,” 
—or how they are consistent with the uazy of Je- 
hovah; both of which, however, we firmly believe 

3 The eguivocation of Amicus. He trequently 
makes mention of the “ divinity of Christ?—of 
his being the “ Suviour,” the Mediator,” the 
* Redeemer,” the “ litercessor”=uf his “atone. 
ment,” &c.——but he takes care to say litte or 
nothing with respect to the meaning which he at- 
tuches to these terms. We request Amicus to 
tell us explicitly, what he means, and what his 
society neans by the terms just mentioned. 

4. We notice Amicus’ want of information. He 
stil persis.s in denying that there 1s any commonly 
received doctrine of the ‘Trinity, And he has giv- 
en us quotations from eight or nine individuals, 
to prove that all the christian world disagree on 
this doctrine!!! Adinirable Logie!!! Will we 
man in his senses believe that mane individuats 
compose the vast multitude of Trimitarians? 
Amicus can believe this, one would think he might 
also believe the docirine of tbe ‘Trinity, if it were 
even as absurd as he wishes to make it appear. If 
my Opponent has adesire to know what ts the com- 
monly received doctrine, let him consult the **con- 
fessions of faith,” of the Episcopalians, Presby 
terians, ludependents, Baptists, Congregational. 
ists, Dutch Reformed, Methodists, and others, 
and be will find that they allexpress the doctrine 
of the Trinity in nearly the same words. Here 
then we have almost the whole Christian Church, 
who agree in their ideas of the Trmity, and use 
the saine forms of expression; and yet Amucus 
thinks (or appears to think) that there is no com- 
monly received doctrine of the Trinity. Let Amt- 
cus have the fairness to appeal to our confessions 
of faith; and not atrempt to mislead his readers 
by quoting individuals, 

5. Amicus suys—“ That the Jews ever held the 
doctrine of the Trinity, is a slander against Wem, 
and all the scriptures of the Old Vestament?’ 
Now men as leaned as our opponent and men the 
most learned in the christian world, have given 
quotations from the most aucient Jewish wri- 
tings, Which prove that the Jewish Rabbies and 
| Doctors, before the coming of Ciirst, believed 
the doctrine of the Trinity, (S°e Maurice’s In- 
dian Antiquities—-Dr. Allix’s Lestimonies of the 
Jewish Cuurciimand oihers) tbat the moderr 
Jews do not believe this doctrine we grant ; but 
Lei Amicus prove that this was not the Faith of 
the anctent Jews. PAUL. 
et. te let Bs 











trines peculiar to the Gospel—such as—the atone- 


ther—and his being appointed by the Futher, the 
judge of the world—iogether with, the office of 
the Holy Spirit as the revenerator, comforter ant 
sunctifier of God’s peopie. From what has now 
been advanced in favor of the doctrine of a Trin- 
ity of persons in the Godhead, we think it will be 
as clear as day to every candid mind, that this 
foundation of the Gospel, which Pena culls “san- 
dy,” is firmly built on the rock of trith, and that 





ment ot our Saviour—His tutercession with the /a- | 


From the Columotan Siar. 


FEMALE PIETY. 


One of the most delightful features of 


the benevolent efforis of the present age, 
is the active co-operation of the female sex. 
it has ever been the province of women to 
lcheer aud humanize man ; to solace his 
| woes, and to retine aud grace his ¢njoy- 
‘ 


ments. She has been his earliest and 
most constant friend, sustaining him in ad- 


‘versity, and embellishing his prosperous 


fortunes But it is to christianity alone 
that she is indebted for the elevation on 
which she now stands. She exerts ail her 
powerful influence, under the higher ad- 
vantage, of being regarded as entitled to 
share in the same intellectual pleasures, 
and as equally interested in that life and 
immortality, Which are brought to light in 
the gospel. 

Until within a few years, females cone 
fined their efforts, in aid of religion, to the 
circle of their own families and neighbours 
hoods. Here, indeed, they moved as 
burning and cheering lights But recently 
they have entered a wider fieldy and given 
to their efforts a far more extended sc 

We find them ferming associations is aid 
of missionary efforts, for the diffusion of 
Bibles and tracts, for the support of schools, 
and, in fine, for the instruction of ignorance, 
and the alleviation of wo, wherever they 
may be found Scarcely a town in our 
country is without some of thest combinae 
tions = 'o estimate the amount of benefit * 
resulting from these exertions, not only in 
their direct, but in their reflected influence 
we must wait for the disclosures of the last 
day 

There is something peculiarly gratify- 
ing in this state of things It bodes well to 
the cause of truth and benevolence that, 
the fine affections, and the quiet yet endur- 
ing energy of females are actively enlisted 
in its service. By assuming the province 
so eminently appropriated to their habits 
and characters, of visiting the distressed, 
clothing the naked, instructing the igno- 
raut, cherishing the helpless orphan, and 
causing the widow’s heart to sing for joy, 
they become the most successful allies of 
their brethren, and the best almoners of 
their bounty ; while they leave them at fi- 
berty to concert mightier projects, and tak- 
ing the wings of the morning, to fly with 
the everlasting gospel to the uttermost 
parts of the earth—Their aid, too, in re- 
plenishing the missionary treasury, is high- 
ly important —It will be found, on exame 
ination, that a large proportion of the con- 
tributions to Bible, Missionary aad Educa- 
tion Societies, is supplied by females. 

It is highly necessary to the success of 
any project, that it be pursued with undi- 
minished ardour, and with a spirit prepared 
to meet and triumph over every obstacle. 
Chese requisites are found in the female 
character. While it possesses a sensitive 
delicacy, which inclines it to shrink from 
rough collision with the jarring elements 
of the world, it is endued with an uncon 
querabie spirit, which difficult occasions call 
intoexercise The momentin which man 
desponds, is the very juncture which sume 
mons up the slumbering energies of a woe 
man’s soul.—Her piety, too, is generally 
of a brighter character. Her temple of 
her heart is kept more pure from worldly 
idolatrics.—[t savours little of enthusiasm, 
to say, with a departed ernament of our 
own country, “ I believe, that if christian- 
ity should be torced to flee from the man- 
sions of the great, the academies uf Phi- 
losophers, the halls of Legislators, and the 
throng of busy men, she would find her 
last and purest retreat with women at the 
fire side. Her Jast audience would be the 
children gathered round the knees of a 
mother; her last altar would be the female 
heart; her last sacrifice, the secret prayer, 
escaping in silence from her lips, and heard 
only at the throne of God” 

But we must not pursue this attractive 
theme. ‘lhe christian cannot but rejoice, 
that she whose tenderness guards the crae 
die ; whose charms and virtues cheer and 
illuminate every path of life; and whose 
affectionate kindness smooths the pillow of 
disease and death, adds to her other benefi- 
cent offices, that of a minister of mercy and 
salvation ; and that, 

« As the bird each fond endearment tries 

To tempt her new fledged offspirng to the skies; 

She tries each art, reproves each dull delay, 

Allures to brighter worlds, and leads the way.” 
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INDIA. 


WORSHIP OF THE GANGES 


Mr. Ward, in his View of the Hindoos, 
has a chapter on the “ Worship of Ri- 
vers,” mote particularly of the Ganges. 
The following abstract of that chapter will 
give our Reader an insight into that Sys- 
tem of Fraud and Superstition, by which 
the myriads of India are kept in degrading 
bondage. Ganga, or the Ganges, 1s con- 
sidered as a Goddess: and a number of 
idle stories are told and believed respecting 
her ; but we shall confine ourselves to the 
Worship paid to her, andthe Superstitious 
views connected with it. 

«“ All Castes worshipthe Ganges) The 
Hindoos particularly choose the banks of 
the river for the worship, because the mer- 
it of works performed here becomes, ac- 
cording to their Sacred Books, exceeding- 
ly augmented. In four of the months of 
the year, the merit is supposed to be great- 
er than in other months; and, at the full 
moon in tltese months, is still further en- 
hanced. 

“On the tenth day of the moon’s in- 
crease in the month called Jyoishthu, in 
the forenoon, a great festival is held in 
commemoration of Ganga’s descent to the 
earth. Crowds of people assemble from 
different towns and villages near the river, 
especially at its most sacred spots, bring- 
ing offerings of fruit, rice, flowers, cloth, 
sweetmeats, &c. and hang garlands of 
flowers, across the river, even where it is 
very wide. Afier the people have bathed 
the officiating Brahmin ascends the banks 
of the river with them, and performs a 
number of incantations and ceremonies, 
all of which have some fanciful meaning 
anc object, such as preventing evil spirits 
from coming to defile the worship, or dri- 
ving themaway. He next presents the of 
ferings, which may be many or few, or 
even merely flowers and water, according 
to the ability of the offerer; and then per- 
forms worship tothe various inhabitants 
of the waters the fish, the tortoises, the 
frogs, the snakes, the leeches, the snails! 
The offerings, after having been presented 
to these inhabitants of waters, are thrown 
into the Ganges. Ten lamps of clarified 
butter are then lighted up, and all the oth. 
er offerings are presented—the names of 
certain gods are then repeated, with forms 
of praise—the fee is presented to the 
Priest«-the Brahmins are entertained and 
offerings are sent to their houses. At the 
close of these ceremonies, the people per. 
form their obeisance to Ganga, and then 
depart. Great multitudes assemble on the 
banks of the river, on these occasions ; 
and expect much, both in this life and 
hereafter, from this act of worship. 

“ On the thirteenth day of the decrease 
of the moon, in the month called Choitru, 
the people descend into the water; and 
with their hands clasped, immerse cthem- 
selves; the officiating Brahmin reads a 
portion of the Shaster, describing the ben- 
efits of this act of bathing; the people re- 
peat after him certain significant words, 
and then immerse themsclves again: gifts 
of rice, fruit, and money are offered to the 
poor, the Brahmins, and the Priest. On 
this occasion, groups of ten or twelve per- 
sons stand in the water to each of which 
groups one Brahmin reads the formulas : 
these groups are to be seen extending 
themselves very far along the river. The 
moment of the conjunction of the moon, on 
the thirteenth day of her decrease, witha 
particular star, is considered so auspicious 
a moment, that the merit arising from ba- 
thing at that instant is supposed to be very 

t. 

“ At the time of many of the festivals, 
the sides of the Ganges are, in many pla- 
ces, gaily illuminated ; and lights, fastened 
on boards or plantain-silks, or put into 
earthen pots, are floated down the stream ” 

Mr. Ward, in another part of his work, 
quotes, from the address of a dying Brah- 
min to his brother—“ 1 have bought a 
piece of land by the side of the Ganges : 
you will take care that a flight of steps may 
be built.” 

On this dying injunction, Mr. Ward re- 
marks— 

“ It is considered as an act of great me- 

Tit, thus to assist persons in coming to 
bathe in the Ganges: these flights of steps 
are, therefore, very numerous in great 
towns and their precincts. For many miles 
up the river from Calcutta, innumerable 
flights of these steps are erected ; up and 
down which the inhabitants are seen as- 
eending and descending continually, but 
especially mornings and evenings, at the 
time of bathing. Below the steps, crowds 
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bathe, and perform those daily ceremonies 
of their religion which are connected with 
ablutions. 

“ Seeing the Hindoos at these times, it 

might be imagined that they were a very 
devout race : some with their eyes closed, 
are meditating on their guardian deity ; 
others, with raised hands, are worshipping 
the rising or setting sun ; others are pour- 
ing out water to their deceased ancestors, 
and repeating certain forms of prayer or 
praise Most of them however, manifest 
great inattention while performing these 
ceremonies.” 
O° the extravagant qualities so pernici- 
ously ascribed by these deluded multitudes 
to this river, Mr. Ward, in the Chapter 
first quoted, gives the following details :— 
“ The Sacred Books declare, that the 
sight, the name or the touch of the Ganges, 
take away all sin, however heinous—that 
thinking of the Ganges, when at a distance 
is sufficient to remove the taint of sin-but 
that bathing in the Ganges has blessings in 
it, which no imagination can conceive. In 
one of these Books it is said— He who 
thinks upon Ganga, though he may be 800 
miles distant from the River at the time, 
is delivered from all sin and is entitled to 
heaven.—At the hour of death, if a per- 
son think on Ganga, he will obtain a place 
in the heaven of Siva—If a person, ac- 
cording to the regulation of the Shaster, 
be going to bathe in Ganga, and die on the 
road, he shall obtain the same benefits as 
though he had actually bathed. ‘There are 
three million five hundred thousand holy 
places belonging to Ganga, ; the person 
who looks at Ganga, or bathes in.this ri- 
ver, will obtain all the fruit which avises 
from visiting all these three million five 
hundred thousand holy places —By bath- 
ing in Ganga, accompanied with prayer, a 
person wiil remove, at once, the sins of 
thousands of births.” 

“So much is this river reverenced a- 
mong the Hindoos, that many Brahmins 
will not look upon it, nor throw saliva into 
it, nor wash themselves nor their clothes in 
its waters. In one of their Books, among 
many other forms of praise to be offered 
to Ganga, is the following :—* O Godess! 
the Owl, that lodges in the hollow of a tree 
on thy banks, is exalied beyond measure ; 
while the Emperor, whose palace is far 
from thee, though he may possess a mil- 
lion of stately elephants, and may have the 
wives of millions of conquered enemies 
to serve him, is nothing” Some persons 
undertake a journey of five or six months 
to bathe in the Ganges, to perform that 
rite for deceased relations, and to carry 
back its water for religious and medicinal 
uses. 

“ The water of this river is used in the 
English Courts of Justice to swear upon ; 
as the Koran is given to Mussulmans, and 
the New Yestament to Christians. Many 
persons refuse to contest causes in which 
large sums are at stake, under the fear that 
they may be constrained to make oath on 
the waters of the Ganges. It is not up- 
common for one Hindoo to say to another, 
‘ Will you make this engagement on the 
banks of Ganga?” The other will reply, 
“| engage to do what 1 have said; but 
I cannot call Ganga to witness.” Ifa per- 
son utter an audacious lie while near or 
upon the river, the person to whom he is 
speaking will say, “ Are you not afraid of 
uttering such a ialsehood in the presenee 
of Ganga? 

“ Morning and evening the Hindoos vi- 
sit and look at this river, toremove the sins 
of the night or of the day ; when sick, they 
besmear their bodies with sediment ; and 
remain, pethaps for a month, near the ri- 
ver, some of course, recover, and others 
die: A Hindoo says, that those who have 
steady faith, and an unwavering miad, re- 
cover ; the rest perish. 

* The Hindoos are extremely anxious to 
die in sight of the Ganges, that their sins 
may be washed away in their last moments. 
A man in his dying agonies is treque:tly 
dragged from his bed, and carried, in the 
coldest or in the hottest weather, from 
whatever distance, to the river side where 
he lies, if a poot man without a covering, 
day and night, till he expires: with the 
pains of death upon him, he is placed up 
to the middle in the water, and drenched 
with it ; leaves of a certain plant are also 
put inio his mouth ; and _ his relatives call 
on him to repeat, aod they also repeat for 
him, the names of various gods; they 
spread the sediments of the river on his 
forehead or breast ; and, with the finger, 
write op this sediment the name of some 
deity. Ifa person should die in his house, 
and not by the river-side, it is considered 





the help of the goddess in his dying mo-| 
ments. Ifa person choose to die at home, 
his memory becomes infamous: the con- 
duct of a Rajah who died in his bed-room 
about the year 1800, is still mentioned as 
a subject of reproach, because he refused 
to be cartied to the river before his death. 
—‘ Ah! Ah!’ say the superstitious, when 
a neighbour at the point of death delays the 
‘fatal journey to the river, “ he will die like 
Rajah Nava Krishna.” 

“ Dead bodies are brought by the rela- 
tives of the deceased to be burnt near the 
river ; and when they cannot bring the 
whole body, it isnot uncommon for them 
to bring a single bone and cast it into the 
river under the hope that this will help the 
soul of the deceased. Many persons, whose 
relatives die ata distance from the river, 
preserve a bone for this purpose, at the 
time of burning their bodies. The follow- 
ing story appears in one of the books of the 
Hindoos ;— A Brahmin, who had been 
guilty of the greatest crimes, was devoured 
by wild beasts ; his bones only remained. 
A crow took upone of these bones, and was 
carrying it over Ganga, when another bird 
darting upon it, the crow let the bone fall. 
As soon us the bone touched Ganga, the 
Brahmin sprang to fife ; and was ascend- 
ing to heaven, when the messenger of 
Yama, the Judge of the Dead seized him, 
asa great sinner. At this time Naraya- 
na’s messenger interfered ; and pleaded 
that the sins of the man, since one of his 
bones had touched Ganga, were all done 
away. Appea! was made to Vishnoo, who 
decided in the Brahmin’s favour. The 
Brahmin immediately went to heaven.” 

“ Some persons even drown themselves 
in the Ganges, not doubting but they shall 
immediately ascend to heaven And the 
Sacred Books encourage this! One of 
them says, that if u person renounces liie 
in the Ganges, whether praying for any 
particular benefit, or by accident, or in his 
senses or Dot, he will be happy : if he pur. 
posely renounces life, he will enjoy the 
highest happiness: but if he die by acci- 
dent, he will still attain heaven. One of 
the highest authorities among the Hindoos 
says—‘* A mansion with bones for its raf 
ters and beams; with nerves and tendons 
for corés; with muscles and blood for mor- 
tar; with skin for its outward covering ; 
filled with no sweet perfumé, but loaded 
with fzeces and urine ; a mansion infested 
by age and by sorrow, the seat of malady, 
harrassed with pains, haunted with the 
quality of darkness, and incapable of stand- 
ing long—such a mansion of the Vital 
Soul, Iet its occupier always cheerfully 
quit.” 

“ Such are the ridiculous but immoral 
and destructive notions, which are com- 
monly believed concerning the virtues of 
the Ganges: but the following passage 
from one of the Sacred Books themselves 
surpasses all in fully and wickedness. Af- 
ter enumerating the most atrocious crimes 
of: which a Ifindoo can form a concep- 
tion, it is said —“ If this person bathe 
in Ganga at an auspicious period, all these 
sins will be removed—he will be admitted 
into the heaven of Brahma, be put in pos 
session of the merits of the man who pre- 
sents a lack of red cows to a Brahmin 
learned in the Four Vedas, and afterwards 
will ascend and dwell at the right hand of 
Vishnoo. After he has enjoyed alt this 
happiness and shall be re-born on the earth, 
he will be possessed of every good quality, 
enjoy all kinds of nappiness, and be very 
honourable ; he who shall doubt any part 
of this, will be doomed to hell, and after- 
ward be born an ass. If a person, in the 
presence of Ganga, on the anniversary of 
her arrival on the earth, and according to 
the rules prescribed in the Shasters pre- 
sent tothe Brahmins whole villages, he 
wi!l obtain the fruits that arise from all oth- 
er offerings, from all sacrifices, and from 
visiting all the holy places—his body will 
be a million times more glorious than the 
sun—he will obtain a million of virgins, 
and multitudes of carriages and plankeens, 
covered with jewels—he will dwell for ages 
in heaven ; enjoying its pleasures in com- 
pany with his Father—as many particles 
of dust as are contained in the land thus 
given away to the Brahmins, for so many 
years will the giver dwell in happiness in 
Vishnoo’s heaven.” 

And thus itis that a sixth part of the 
Human Race are mocked and deluded, for 
the benefit of crafty men! Well may Mr 
Ward close his account of these atrocious 
frauds as he does in the following words 
“ very real Christian must be deeply af- 
fected on viewing the deplorable effects of 
this superstition. Except that part of the 








of men, wemen, and children, of all castes, as a great misfortune, as he thereby looses | Veda which countenances the Burning of 


Women alive, no writers ever gave birth 
to a more extensive degree of misery, than 
those who have made the Ganges a sacred 
river. Thousands, yea millions, of people 
are annually drawn from their homes and 
peaceful labors, several times in the year 
to visit different holy places of this river, 
at a great expense of timc, and of money 
spent in making offerings tothe goddess 
Expensive journeys are undertaken, by 
vast multitudes, to obtain the water of this 
river; or to carry the sick, the dying, the 
dead, or the bones of the dead, to its banks. 
Some come two or three months journey 
for its water; and many thousands perish, 
by dysentery and want, in these journeys. 
What the sick and cying suffer, by being 
exposed to all kinds of weather in the open 
air on the banks of the river, and in being 
choaked by the ‘ sacred’ water, is beyond 
expression In short, no eyes, but those of 
Omniscience, can see all the foul deeds up- 
on and by the sides of the river ; and the 
Day of Judyment alone can bring a!l these 
deeds to light. The Brahmin will tnen 
see, that, instead of Ganga’s having remov- 
edthe sins of her worshippers, she has 
increased them a million fold ” { Bos. Rec. 


—a CO a 
THE MISSIONARY, 

The rising sun ushered in a delightful 
morning, when the Missionary proceeded 
on his way to the place of his destination. 
As he pursued his journey, he gazed with 
admiration on the beauties of nature. ‘The 
rising woodland, the lowly vale and the 
picturesque scenery, which met his eye, 
kindled in his bosom a glow of holy grati- 
tude to Him who formed the goodly pros- 
pect. In every scene around him, he dis- 
eovered the skill of an almighty hand; 
and the infinite variety that he saw dis- 
played in the works of creation, served to 
give him anexalted idea of the wisdom 
and goodness of the Creator. But the 
duties of this heavenly man led him to 
dwell on other subjects, than those offered 
by the rich variety of nature’s scenes. 
The moral, as well as the natural world, 
engaged his thoughts and attention; but 
oh, how different from the sensations that 
were excited in his breast when dwelling 
with intensity of feeling on the striking 
contrast exhibited by the two. The latter 
presented nothing to his view which did 
not awaken deep feelings of transport and 
joy, while the former afforded a cheerless 
aspect, an extended waste exhibiting all 
the works of the withered hand of desola- 
tion, with nothing to alleviate the scene, 
but here and there a verdant spot on which 
the eye fastened with delight When he 
looked around and saw so much that was 
distressing to the benevolent feelings of 
his pions heart, he could net but exclaim 
in all the ardour and sincerity of his soul, 
* Thy kingdom come.’ He felt more than 
ever a willingness to give up himself en- 
tirely to the service of his divine Master, 
and to seek the advancement of his king- 
dom, as an object worthy of his best aftee- 
tions, his most vigorous efforts and ardent 
prayers. Never before did his heart glow 
with such feelings of holy love to his Re- 
deemer. Never before did he feel such a 
benevolence for mankind, perishing in all 
the guilt of unrepented scenes of vanity, 
and the desolations of sin around him, that 
with a holy relaxation of soul, he deter- 
mined to improve his every Opportunity to 
bring back his fellow men to their allegi- 
ance to God. Ashe journeys on, le views 
at a distance from the way a collage, 
which from its weather beaten sides, and 
broken windows seemed to be the abode of 
wretchedness and want. Being somewhat 
fatigued by his ride, and having a strong 
desire to impart some heavenly counsel to 
the inhabitants of this lonely dwelling, he 
stopped. As he walked towards the place 
he was convinced it was a* hut of cheer- 
less poverty” Here he found a family 
reduced to the lowest circumstances. ‘The 
creaking ‘door, the fragments of broker 
furniture, the tattered garments of the 
children and their‘ homely fare, told a 
tale of woe to the missionary’s heart. which: 
caused it to melt with pity. But poverty 
did not cast the deepest shade over the 
miserable family. intemperance had 
thrown around it an influence, which with- 
ers every kind feeling, and spreads the 
ravages of desolation over the fairest work 
of God. ‘The father was an exhibition of 
depravily unadorned. Instead of implor- 
ing the blessing of heaven upon his wife 
and children in the morning and evening 
sacrifice, he often imprecated his curses 
upon them, The wife, long aceustomed 
to the inhuman treatment of a tyrannica! 
and dissipated husband, had lost all those 
tender and delicate feelings, which cha- 
racterize her sex. ‘he children had but 
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little respect for the person or commands 
of a father whose example spread around 
them a moral pestilence, polluting every 
thing within its influence. ‘Che sweets of 
domestic life, and the joys of religion were 
guests unknown in this dwelling of misery. 
Such a scene could not but awaken the bee 
nevolent feelings of the missianary. He 
felt for their temporal wants; he erieves to 
think of the perversion of all their faeul- 
ties ; and when his mind dwelt upon their 
future and eternal prospects, his heart 
bled within him. He introduced a con- 
versation upon the subject of religion, in 
a Very feeling and affectionate manner with 
the man, and with a heart full of tender- 
ness and compassion he entreated him to 
ponder his path, and consider whither he 
was hastening, and whither he was con- 
ducting his family by his pernicious exam 
ple. He portrayed his situation before 
him in such glowing colours, and with such 
cloquence of feeling, that the man, though 
hardened in iniquity, felt deep compune- 
tions of conscience and resolved to reform 
He also addressed the family individually 
upon the great concern of eternity, with a 
pathos of soul, which melted them into 
tears, and preduced impressions which 
were lasting and salutary. Before this sere 
vant of Christ left them he asked for the 
privilege of uniting with them in a short 
prayer. Jt was granted. The scene was 
solemn, aud whilst he commended their 
soule to the Shepherd of Israel, there was 
a breathless silence which seemed to say 
* God is here.’ As he was about to leave, 
le presented a Bible to the father of the 
family, for this book made no part of his 
seanty library, and eonjured him, as he 
might never more behold his face in this 
uncertain, shadowy, fleeting state, lo es 
teem that precious book above all created 
things. 
“ Drink of its words, bind it about thy heart ! 
Make it thy daily thought, thy nightly prayer! 
Ofer deatli’s dark vale it casts a radiant beam, 
And with its hopes and prospects infinite, 
Conquers the mighty conqueror of mankind !” 


He then took an affectionate leave of them 
for ever ‘Che deep interets which the 
family discovered in this stranger, for their 
temporal and spiritual good, the affection 
ate and urgent manner of his address, his 
persuasive entreaties, and his ardent 
prayer for their salvation, made impres- 
sions on their minds which were never ef- 
faced. ‘The word of God, together with 
his faithful instructions, under the influ- 
ence of the Spirit of grace, was rendered 
effectual in breaking up the most invete 
rate habits of intemperance and sin. And 
this eottage, which had long been the 
abode of wretchedness, was now convert- 
ed into a peaeeful dwelling, where God 
was worshipped morning and evening 
around the family altar, and where chil 
dren were instructed in the truths of the 
Gospel, and taught to live for heaven. 
Their worldly concerns were much im- 
proved, The habits of indolence and 
sloth were exchanged for those of industry 
aud eeonomy, and in a short time the whole 
aspect of thmgs was changed. ptr 
Let these who would diseourage Bible 
and Missionary Societies, reduce this now 
happy family to their former state of mis 
ery; let them extinguish that smile of joy 
and contentment, which plays about their 
cheerful countenances ; fet them light up 
again in their bosoms all the malignant 
passions. whieh ebaracterize man, sunk in 
cuilt and infamy ; fet them tear from them 
their only hope, their joy in prosperity, 
cheir consolation in adversity, their all 
when hope withdraws its lingering beam 
and death’s cold ehill is felt; or if they 
shrink from a labour so desolating and 
withering in its effects, let them engage 
with the few who are waking up to the 
cause of suffering humanity in all: its 
shapes, and lend their assistance lo a cause 
worthy ofall their influence and enterprize. 
‘Those who are already engaged in the 
benevolent operations which characterize 
che present day, may be encouraged by this 
short narrative, and a thousand other ae- 
tual occurrences of a similar kind, to per 
severe, and ‘not to be weary ia well doing.’ 
What ifa thoughtless world ridicule your 
plans of benevolcuce and charge you with 
unnecessary waste! Enough for you to 
know that he will reward the most hum- 
ble exertions for the advancement of his 
kingdom with a ecrowD of glory : while he 
will shroad in the darkness of eternal night 
manv of the achievements of umilitary he- 
rees, which have ealled for the world’s ad- 
miration. When the laurels, with hich 
the world have decurated her chieftains, 
shall have faded and withered before the 
blaze of the judgment, your chaplet wove 
and presented by celestial hands, shall in- 
crease in lustre, and centinue to flourish 
for ever in the paradise of God, | Guard. 
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Expectation of a National change among 
the Jews. 


The following is an extract from the 
Report of the London Jews Society. 

Mr. Friedeuberg mentions it as the opia- 
ion of some intelligent Jews, who affect 
themselves to be neutral, that the next ge 
neration of the Jews will all enter the 
Christian church, and that the new syna- 
gogue is a gradual transition to it. A 
learned Jew confessed to Mr. Diedrichs, of 
Elberfeld, that he conceived the time when 
the Messiah should appear to be elapsed, 
and that many others are of the same opi- 
nion. ‘The first of these opinions it will 
be observed, is that of'a modern, free-think- 
ing Jew, who does not care mach about the 
matter ; the latter is that of a more serious 
inquirer, but who is still under the power 
of Judicial prejudices. 

The following is the view taken of the 
same important subject by a converted 
Jew, a man we!l qualified to form an esti- 
mate of the fact—the Joseph Bergumann 
mentioned in this Report. He thus ex 
presses himself ‘A general conversion of 
the Jews appears really to be very near at 
hand.’ And what is ithe ground on which 
this learned Jew professes to rest his opi 
nion ? It is one whieh the members ef this 
Society will not hear without emotion :— 
' For,’ says he, * the Lord has raised a spi- 
rit of compassion and love toward this so- 
iong-time-negleeted aud oppressed people ° 
‘ [cis not in one city,’ he proceeds, ¢ or one 
country oaly, that active care is taken for 
their temporal and eternal happiness ; but 
in many countries, nay, in different parts 
of the world’ And then he specifies this 
Society, and the auxiliary Societies of Eng. 
land and Scotland, and what is doing in the 
Kast-Indies and in America. 


a 
GREAT OSAGE MISSION. 


{The Editor of the American Mission- 
ary Register says, We have been favoured 
with the perusal of a letter from Miss 
Wooley to her friends in this city, from 
which we select the following passages } 


March 3, 1822—-This day Father 
Dodge delivered a sermon to the Indians, 
trom the Ist of Genesis, on the creation ol 
ali things, the fall of man, and the promise 
of a Saviour. The Indians gave good at- 
‘ention to the discourse One of them 
named White Hair, whose locks are lite- 
rally whitened with age, bowed his head at 
the close of almost every sentence. After 
the exercises were closed, the Indians said 
they liked the sermon and believed it to be 
true. 

itis one year this day since we, as a 
family, meet in the city of New-York. 
three of our number have gone to the 
and of silence; but their spirits, I trust, 
are rejoicing round the throne of God. 
We have abundant cause to sing of mercy 
and of goodness Our health has been 
resiored to nearly its former state. Surely 
in the midst of deserved wrath, our God 
hatn remembered mercy May he keep 
us humble, watcutul, and prayerful unto 
the day of his coming. 

March 30i:h.—We have this day, re- 
newedly entered into a covenant with our 
God, and piedged ourselves to be his for- 
ever. We have commemorated the dy- 
ing love of the Saviour for the first time as 
a Missionary Church. In organizing the 
Church, the brethren have adopted the 
Presbyterian form of government. Broth- 
ers Newton and Bright have been solemn- 
ly set apart as ruling elders May God 
shield them from the cuemy of souls, and 
make them faithful in the discharge of 
their duty. 

Apri 2d.—Our family now consists cf 
eighty persons. In our School we have 
sixicen Osage children, who are making 
pleasing progress in their learning. Some 
of them can spell readily words of two syl- 
javies. I have ander my Care, three fine 
luttle girls, the oldest seven years of age, 
and the others about three They begin 
to speak English a lite, and can under- 
stand all that is saldto them. We have al- 
so a Sabbath School; most of our hired 
men attend it, and appear quite engaged in 
their studies. 

We have a garden of four acres fenced 
and ploughed. A partoi it is planted, and 
several kinds of seeds are up. The breth- 
ren are preparing to plant forty acres of 
corn. ‘They are also engaged in erecting 
a grist mill and saw mill, about a mile be- 
low us; the latter they expect to put in 
operation in the month of June. Our la- 
bours are arduous and our situation respon- 
sible. Pray for us, that we may be strength- 
ened to a faithful discharge of our duty. 

Rel. Rew, 


Lixtract of a letter from. Mf. Loring S. 
Williams, to the Editor of the Pittsburg 
Retorder, dated at Newell, Choctaw Aa- 
tion, Juty 1, 1822, 


Dear Sir,—1 can now tell you what the 
Lord Jehovah is doing for the honor of his 
great name among us in this land of more! 
darkness aud death. Within the last five 
weeks, we have had a sweet season of re- 
freshing from the presence of the Lord. 
Though we cannot say, that the poor Choc- 
taw has received the grace of God; yet 
we are permitted to record the hopeful 
conversion of the more enlightened, yet 
still more degraded negro slave. We do 
indulge the pleasing hope, that six of this 
class of fellow beings have been emanci- 
pated from the bondage of sin and made 
freemen in Jesus Christ our Redeemer 

Exclusive of this number, four white 
men, and one mulatto, give a comfortable 
evidence of achange of heart, and 6 or 8 
more blacks are now the subjects of serious 
impressions 

There was no special attention or con- 
siderable religious excitement in this 
neighbourhood until the thi:d Sabbath in 
May last — | here was indeed one and only 
one instance of conversion previous to this. 
But on that truly memorable day, we saw 
evident tokens of the Divine presence. 
Our religious exercises were conducted 
much as usual when we have no preaching 
And though I have at times been ready to 
doubt whether there would be any harvest 
where the seed of the CGo-pel was not 
sown, or the preached word regularly dis 
pensed ; yet it pleased Him with whom is 
the residue of the Spirit to show us ‘tha 
there ia no restraint with the l.ord to save 
by many or by few. It would be difficult to 
describe the scenes of that interesting Sab- 
bath evening or to relate what were my 
own feclings Those who knew well the 
peculiarities of my situation (alone) in this 
spiritual Sodom, will best conceive how 
Ttelt. O could the friends of missions 
have witnessed what I have among this 
people within a few weeks past—could 
they listen to the unaffected prayers of 
these new converts, and hear them reiate 
what God has done for their souls, ascrib 
ing all the glory to Him—they would re- 
joice with us in the early success with 
which this infant mission has been favour- 
ed. These white and black people, who 
have been made the subjects of this work, 
express much gratitude to Goi for sending 
teachers among them, and how earnsetly 
do they pray for more, that all their neigh- 
bours may come to the knowledge of the 
truth 

There is much need of more helpers; 
we hunger for the preached word. These 
inquiring people are as sheep without a 
shepherd. Our Rev Br. Wright preach 
ed with us two Sabbaths, which is all the 
aid we have received since the work be 
gan. There is enough for 2 or 3 minis- 
ters and teachers to do in the vicinity of 
this place I have to day had the second 
cal! from Macedonia, come over and heifi us. 
But my whole time is occupied at homie in 
my school and with domestic concerns. 
And shall this people perish for lack of 
vision? The Indians are ready and anxious 
to hear “ these good things ;” but I am 
pressed on every sie with labour and 
care,so that I cannot feed them, though 
they are starving. 

Certainly never was there such a call 
for missionary efforts. May the Lord 
raise up and send forth labourersinto the 
harvest ! 

“ Awake, awake; put on thy strength O 
Zion.” Itet, Rem, 

; a 2 ime 

RAMARKS 


ON INDIAN MISSIONS» 

The subject of Indian missions is con- 
tinually aequiring additional interest 
What was once regarded by many proble- 
matical, is now reduced to a certainty ; 
and no doubt remains as to the practica- 
bility of organizing regular governments 
and intredueing the arts of civilized life 
among the Indians ‘They can be brought 
too, to act ander the influences and rejoice 
in the hopes of Christianity. 

We have lately heard from unquestion- 
able sourees, some aneedotes of a very 
striking charaeier, which it is worth while 
here to detail. 

There is now in Huntsville, Alabama, 
an Indian youth, who after receiving a 
good Knglish education at one of the mis- 
sion stations, has been sent by his relations 
to Huntsville to learn a trade. He spends 
the week in this pursuit, aud on the Sab 
bath is diligently employed as a teacher in 
a Sabbath school, Our informant told as. 
that he himseif,saw him engaged in aftord- 





jing the elements of education and religi- 


ous instruction to a number of white boys, 
whom he taught as earefully and tenderly 
as any instruetor of any nation would have 
done, 

Our readers have all heard of Catharine 
Brown. She and her associates have re- 
cently formed a Society, to aid in promote 
ing religion; the members of which pay 
fifty cents per annum. After the first ane 
nual collection, it was made a question to 
which of the various objects of Christian 
benevolence assistanee should be afforded. 
Catharine Brown proposed that their mo- 
ney should be appropriated towards the 
support of the mission among the Osages, 
with whom her nation was then at war !— 
But the majority determined tat as man 
Missionaries were wanted, and as sar: | 
money had already been expended in eda- 
eating pious young men for the ministry, 
it would be best on the whole, to give what 
they had to the Education Society, so that 
more missionaries might be raised up and 
sent oucto preach the gospel among the 
heathen. 

We are further informed, that nien of 
influence among the Cherokees and Choe- 
taws. who are able to read, subseribe for 
religious magazines and newspapers; pe- 
ruse them with lively interest, and actual. 
ly know more of the plans of ¢hristian be- 
nevolence than almost any private eliris- 
tiaus doin most parts of our country. One 
chief was mentioned to usy who enquired 
with very great interest, how the people of 
auumber of states named by him. thought, 
and what they were disposed to do respeete 
ing the design of affording instruction to 
the Indians. He expressed great pleasure 
and gratitude, on learning what contribus 
tions had been made for supporting Indian 
missions and schouls; and on learning that 
some of the people in the State of —— 
had contributed liberally, he said «lam 
very glad to hear that they are becoming 
more civilized’ Indeed, the worthy an 
intelligent gentleman, who gave us this ine 
formation, assured us. that the Indians of 
any reflection, were just as glad to witness 
the kindly istentions of the whites towards 
them, as any of'us were to see them adopt. 
ing our religion and imitating our institue 
lions. 

We have observed the progress of the 
Indian Mission for some years; we are 
fully persuaded that the true plan has been 
adopted, and that saceess will finall 
crown these efforts of Christian love. It 
is not without indignation and pity that 
we witness attempts to discredit them. to 
throw reproach on the labourers, and ex- 
tinguish this traly benignant spirit. 

It would be well for those who deelaim 
on these topies, first to take a litile pains 
to inform themselves as to the plans adopt- 
ed, the manuer in whieh they have been 
pursued, the suecess which attended them, 
and the prospecis whieh encourage the 
missionaries to go on in their work. The 
lime, probably, is not very remote when 
missionaries will be sent by Cherokees and 
Choctaw societies to assist in evangelizing 
those white people, who are conteut to live 
from generation to generation witheut the 
regular missionaries of the gospel. 

Evan. & Lit. Mag. 
— aa 
From the Columbian Star, 


CALVANISTS, 


We beg leave to commend te the no- 
tice of the editors of * Plain Truth,” and 
others who hoid and edvocate similar doc- 
trines, the following remarks, and to invite 
them to an inquiry, what is doing by the 
opposers of missions, and of Calvanism, 
which entitles them to claim the prece- 
dence as the benefactors of mankind 


“ While the prelate and the professor 
are issuing from their palace or their pre- 
bendary stall, their refutation of that most 
pernicious of all heresies, Calvinism, and 
demonstrating how a belief in Predestina- 
tion and Original Sin must needs cut up 
morality by the roots, and destroy all mo- 
lives to virtu »—the abettors of those hor- 
rible doctrines are silently evangelizing so« 
ciety by their labours, opposing to the cal- 
umnies of their assailants the unanswera- 
ble rhetoric of consistent and holy lives, 
From Calvinism has proceeded the spirit 
of missions, and the spirit of transiations, 
which have wrought such moral and such 
iiterary wonders as have compelled the ad- 
miration of the sceptic, and silenced the 
scorner ; and from Calvinism, unquestion- 
ably, has the impulse chiefly been derived, 
which has put in motion the vast machin- ° 
ery of benevolence at home Calvinism is 
perpetually ormginating no smaik portion ef 
the practical exertions which are being 
uade for the melioration of society ; and 
of the works which issue from the press, 
saving for their object the inculcation of 





practical Christianity, the larger portion 














will be found to have been furnished by 
Calvinists. If their opposers would but 
descend from hypothesis to facts, the be- 
lievers in those reprobated doctrines need 
not shrink from the most rigid application 
of the Scriptural test, “ By their fruits ye 
shall know them ” 


Dx. Gee 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


A work of grace has been gradually pro- 
gressing for some weeks in Fairfield, Con. 
in the congregation of the Rev. Mr. Hewitt. 

A correspondent in South Wilbraham, 
Mass. states, that a revival has recently 
commenced in that place. Within three 
weeks between 25 and 30 are rejoicing in 
the hope of the Gospel. More than one 
hundred attended the last anxious meeting 
to inquire what they must do to be saved. 

At Somers the work is still going on. 
They number about 80 as subjects of grace 
within a short time, 12 or 15 of which 
were born into the kingdom during the 
last week. That favored servant of God, 
the Rev. Mr. Nettleton, is labouring in 
these two placesalternately. (Rel. Intel 
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Extract of aletter received in Washington 


City, dated Bloomfield, Nelson County, 


Kentucky, July 20, 1822. 
REY. AND DEAR S?R, 


Agreeably to your request, I will give 
you a detail of the state of religion in this 


and the adjoining counties. For several 
years past, religion has been on the de- 


cline in this part of Kentucky —Minis- 
ters in a large degree had imbibed a spirit 
of controversy, contending about doctrines 
and words to no profit, only to the subvert- 
ing of the hearers, until practical piety 
had almost become extinct : yet there ap- 


pears to have been some both of minis- 


ters and people who were far from partak- 


ing of this spirit ; so that we are not suf- 
fered to fall entirely torise no more, as will 
appear by the following. 

Some time in the latter part of the win- 
ter. the Lord was pleased to visit our guilty 
land in the outpouring of his Spirit. The 
first indications of his power were felt in 
some of the churches in Shelby county, 
which has continued to increase and spreac 
its heavenly influence, until great numbers, 


both in Shelby, Henry, and Nelson coun- 
ties, have been brought to bow to the 
sceptre of Immanuel. The work is still in- 
creasing, and spreading in every direction, 
until the churches in this part of the state, 
might well adopt the language of Isaiah, 
and say, “ Enlarge the place of thy tent, 


and let the canopy of thy habitation be ex- 
tended, spare not, lengthen thy cords, and 
firmly fix thy stakes, for on the right hand 
and on the left thou shalt break forth with 
increase.” The ministers are alive to the 
work in all directions, and have dropped 
entirely their nice technicalities and fine 
spun phraseology about doctrines, and at- 
tend closely tothe common salvation. The 
Rev. Jacob Creath preaches at this place 
regularly, who is an able and zealous min- 
ister of the New Testament. Christ and 
him crucified, has ever been, and still is. 
his darling theme amongst us. The Rev. 
David ‘Thurman also occasionally preaches 
among us, as also the Rev. Isaac ‘Taylor, 


who, from this time, is to preach at this 


place statedly, which I have no doubt will 
conduce to the welfare of the church. I 
will shortly give you a more satisfactory 
account of the effects of this revival I 
am much pleased with the success that is 
likely to attend the Columbian College; 
it has, from the circulation of the Star in 
this county, begun to excite a good deal of 
interest. {[ hope the time is not far dis- 
tant, when we shall do something in Ken- 
‘tucky for its support, also for the mission- 
ary cause.” Col. Siar. 


ED 


SINGULAR CONVERSION. 


Extract from the Report read before the 
Female Domestic Missionary Society of 
Charleston, (8. C.) May 27, 1822—By 
Rev. Mr. Bascom. 


Friday, December 2\.—In returning 
froma walk this morning, I went into the 
cabin of the, to leave a letter, and found 
the steward, a colored man, alone, cleaning 
the brass knobs of the stove. Ihe thought- 
ful and pleasing expression of his counte- 
nance induced me to speak to him, and the 
following conversution passed between us 
—Q. When do you sail, steward? A. lo- 
morrow. Q. You'll hardly get off before 
athe Sabbath A. We never sail on the Sab- 
bath, Q. Ab? is thatthe wish of the Cap- 
tain? A, No, of the owner, Q. I’m glad 
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to hear of so good an example. Well, 
steward do you Jove the Sabbath? A. Yes, 
I hope I do, and I think, I dove God too. 
Q How long since you think you have lov- 
ed God? A Six years. 

My heart was at once attracted by his 
answers and manner of speaking, and | 
spent some minutes in learning his histo- 
ry; found that his mind was first seriously 
impressed when attending ‘ a dance,’ as he 
called it, with some of his vain companions. 
—The- violin suddenly ceased to charm 
him, his feet moved heavily, anc before he 
left the room, he resolved to never dance 
again. After a considerable season of dis- 
tress, things he said. “ began, to look new 
to him and every object seemed to be 
praising God” He soon applied for bap- 
tism, and was received with his wife, into 
the Baptist Church at * * * *, | asked him 
how his Aeart seemed to him now? He 
said, “ it is not right yet.” I enquired 
whether the captain was seriously inclined. 
A. “No He swears badly. He used to 
swear at me, but I asked him, when alone 
one evening with him in the cabin, to give 
me my wages, asI could not bear to be 
sworn at when I meant to be faithful. 
Since that time, he has treated me better. 

Bos. Kec 


——wt 
PROFITABLE READING. 


The careful stucy of the New Testa- 
ment itself, is absolutely necessary for 
overcoming its difficulties. Without such 
study all other means will be of little avail 
It is one thing merely to read a book, and 
another to read it with understanding ; and 
patient attentive study cannot be less ne- 
cessary for this end, with respect to the 
New Lestament, than any other work — 
Such vigorous exercise of the mind in read- 
ding, is necessary, that we may discover 
the facts to which the writers allude ; (for 
even this discovery sometimes may be 
made by attention to their own words ;) 
that we may select, from the various mean- 
ings of words, those which best harmonize 
with the subject and scope ot the different 
books; that we may supply the proper 
connecting circumstances, in passages 
where the train of thought is irregularly 
conducted, or imperiectly expressed ; that 
we may collect and arrange the leading 
piinciples of religious truth, to which all 
the different parts of the writings have 
more open or tacit reference, and with re- 
ference to which, all ought to be interpret- 
ed. For this efficient reading, which with- 
out close attention and study, is impossibie, 
it will be necessary tocarry it on in the dis- 
jointed desultory manner which the divi- 
sion into chapters and verses is apt to pro- 
duce, but by taking, as much as possible at 
once, the whole extent and bearings of 
each book. As all the books of the New- 
Testament ciearly relate to one great sub- 
ject, the Christian revelation, it wall be far- 
ther necessary to carry this continuous 
reading throughout the whole ; and not to 
draw cunclusions as to that revelation, till 
the toint amount of the whole can be thus 
collected Not thus to gather from all the 
different books what each ha» said of their 
common subject, must be to narrow the 
grounus On which it was designed that cur 
opinion of the revelation should be torm- 
ed ; and much the same error in bioical 
criticism, as not to employ the clearer pas- 
sages in the same wurk, to illustrate those 
which are more obscure. 

‘The opinion, therefore, that the New- 
Testament may be thoroughly understood 
by any one who can merely turn upa Greek 
Lexicon, if such an opinion can be, is en- 
tiled to no more consideration than that 
which provounces ail human learning hos- 
ule to true religion; as if theology, lke 
every other science, had not to be acquired 
by study ; and as if the Almighty in con- 
veying tw men his most precious gift, acted 
in direct opposition to the plan on which 
he nas made the best mental acquirements 
the reward of intellectual and moral exer- 
tion, ‘Who makes the best use of bis 
knowled.e, is another question ; and itis 
conceivable, that a plain, unlettcred man, 
as he muy, by attentive reading, learn all 
that is necessary for salvation, so may live 
more in the fear of God, and the faith of 
Jesus, than the most learned and ingenious 
critics. But our mistake would be misera- 
ble, were we to assign the virtue of the 
former, as the proper consequence of his 
ignorance, and the defects oi the latter, of 
his learning he tendencies are exactly 
the reverse : so that great must be the ad- 
ditional demerit and responsibility of him, 
who shall have perverted liberal education 
and science from their proper moral influ- 
ence. Col, Star, 
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MANUFACTORIES. 


Worthy of Imitation.—The Boston 

Manufacturing Company have appropri- 
ated sia: hundred dilees to the purchase 
of books for the use of the people connect- 
ed with their establishment in Waltham. 
They support two teachers through the 
year for the education of the children, 
who, instead of being confined in the mills, 
as is generally the case at manufactories, 
are kept constantly at school. ‘This com- 
pavy also encourage and liberally assist io 
the support of the public worship of God. 
Besides the above, daily improvements are 
made for the comfort and happiness of the 
families and individuals in their employ- 
ment. ‘The happy effects of the system 
pursued by this highly respectable and li- 
Coral Company of Manufacturers are visi- 
ble. ‘The people now employed in their 
extensive establishment enjoy privileges 
equal, and in some respects superior to 
other classes of the laboring community. 

It is a truth well founde:! in reason, and 
well established by the experience of ages, 
that the continuance and security of true 
religion, and especially of civil liberty, de- 
pend much upon the diffusion of true and 
useful knowledge ; and hence there has 
been, very justly, a general impression in 
this country against wanufacturing estab 
iishmeuts, which have generally been con- 
ducted in such a manner as necessarily to 
keep the young in ignorance, and thus 
gradually to undermine our civil and reli- 
gious institutions. But only let a nobler 
policy be adopted, and the wise and judici- 
ous system be pursued, which is now in suc- 
cessful operation at Waltham, and it is be- 
lieved that all prejudices against manu- 
facturing establishments will s0on cease to 
exist. 

May the laudable efforts made by the 
above named Company to inculeate upon 
the minds of children aud youth the radi- 
ments of learning, and to furnish those ol 
adult age with the means of literary, so- 
cial, moral, and religious improvement, be- 
come an efficient example to others to * go 
and do likewise.’—| Centinel. | 


—— CD aiae——— - 
SOUTH AMERICA. 


The new Republics in Spanish South 
America are firmly entrenching themselves 
in their recently acquired liberties, and are 
proceeding with the consolidation and im- 
provement of their laws and constitutions 
They at preseot amount to five; Buenos 
Ayres, Chili, Mexicu, Columbia, and Peru. 
It is gratifying to find, that among these 
infant republics, there prevails, to a con- 
siderable extent, a humane and enlighten- 
ed legislation. In Columbia, in partieu- 
lar, which is constituted nearly after the 
mode] of the United States of Ameriea, 
General Bolivar, like General Washing- 
ton being the first President—the House of 
Representatives have adopted many pro- 
visions of a most praise worthy character : 
among others, the removal of every ves- 
tige of the inquisition; the decreeing of 
toleration and equal civil rights to all 
members of the community who have not 
forfeited their citizenship by their crimes ; 
the declaring every man free to write, 
print and publish his opinions, but being 
responsible for the abuse of this privilege ; 
the making provision for trial by jury, as 
soon and exiensively as the feelings and 
habits of the people may allow of this re- 
gulation; the alloting specitic funds for 
the education of all classes of the people, 
on the system of mutual instruction ; and 
lastly, what involves no trifling sacrifice in 
Jandholders, the deereeing the early abo- 
lition of slavery, not only declaring ail 
free who shall have been born within the 
limits of the republic, but by appropriating 
large funds for the gradual manumission 
of the adults whe are now in bondage. 
Nor has this measure of Christian benevo- 
lence and true policy been confined to Co- 
lumbia. It has been adopted likewise by 
the other independent states, who have 
also, with a magnanimity, which it would 
be well if Europeans could be induced to 
imitate, abolished all distinctions arising 
from color, and admitted the Indian and 
Negro to a common and equal participa- 
tion of all civil and political rights with 
the White.——Every Christian mind must 
hail with delight, and with fervent grati- 
tude to God, the opening thus made for the 
diffusion of freedom and for the admission 
of the Sacred Seriptures and religious in- 
struction, in regions where hitherto ¢ the 
true light’ has either never shone, or has 
been lost in the thick gloom of papal big- 
otry and superstition, | Ch. Obs. May 1822 
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INSURRECTION. 
On the 26th ultimo, sentence of death 
was carried into execution, at the Lines, 
Charleston, S, C. on 22 coloured persons, 








condemned for attempting to raise an in- 
surrection in that State. There are 70 or 
80 confined, yet to be tried; and many 
more, it is said, will be taken up, as soon as 
they have room to confine them. | C. Scar. 
—r 3 Oo 
In Granville, Ohio, there is a strong re 
ligious excitement. It commenced in 
march, and in Jess than six weeks not less 
than 100 persons were under serious con- 
viction, besides about 25 who had then been 
hopefully born again. 
——==P 6D ae 
For the Christian Repository. 


In the indisposition of the “Stranger,” who has 
shewn himself abundantly capable of handling his 
subject to the entire discomfiture of his enemies, 
and convincing them that their ignorance is as no- 
torious as their imprudence, we are induced to 
point out one or two among the many inaccura- 
cies in the last “ Watchman.” They represent 
the “ Recorder” as saying, ** there are many min- 
isters, men of talents and piety, who are already 
prepared to preach, who cannot find employment.” 
On this the W founds a long string of abuse 
against educated ministers ; when the fact is, the 
Aecorder said no such thing—he published a coni- 
munication from some person as well acquainted 
with what he was speaking of, and about as cau 
did as the W to the above import. But 
attached his own remarks, which ably refuted all 
the charges in the communication, and concluded 
by assuring the communicator, that he would re- 
joice in his making good his assertion, as there 
was sufficient employ, (other than digging canals) 
for the whole of them ; and societies and indivi- 
duals anx ously desirous to seud their whole 
number into the field, and funds to support them, 
The “ Watchman” writers seem exceedingly de- 
sirous to divide the church, and array one deaome 
ination against another, by enlisting their jealousy 
against an educated ministry—the true policy of 
satan, ‘‘ divide and conquer.” ‘This might have 
answered in other days; but they are past. We 
now find Episco:alans, Presbyterians, Metho 
dists and Baptists, concur in the benetits to be 
derived from a learned ministry, and all engaged 
in founding education seminaries, 1b concur with 
the W incondemning the remarks con'ain- 
ed in some “ Addresses ”” But surely no candid 
man would for these, condemn indiscriminately. 
Upon the whole, | have some regret that the ob- 
servations of the W have been atlended to 
in any respect. The work we are engaged in is 
too important, to suffer every carper to draw us 
aside, by stopping to notice him, 

GAMALIEL. 
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We early invited our Christian friends of every 
denomniation to favor us with accounts of Revi- 
vals, or other cheering news of the prosperity of 
Zion, as they might occur. This is certainly 
the most acceptable news to the Christian com- 
munity, which could fill our columns. We ac- 
knowledge our obligations to those who have thus 
favored us; and hope they will continue, and that 
others may imitate their exampie. We should 
be extremely happy to record the success of the 
various “ Camp Meetings,” convened, or about to 
convene, in advancing the kingdom of our Re- 
deemer. 

~~ 
[comMuUNIcATED | 
A Hint to the promoters of Camp Meetings. 


Wovtn not the money which is wasted on Camp 
Meetings, be more profitably expended in sending: 
the Bible and Christian Preachers to those “who 
are perishing for lack of knowledge ?”* 








CAMP MEETINGS. 

To the Friends of Zion and all the faithful in 
Christ Jesus, wishing Grace, Mercy and leace— 
There will be a Came Mezrive for the worship of 
The Triune God—io hold in the woods of Mrs. 
Mary anrout, situate on the road leading from 
West-Chester to Old Chester, about 2 and a_ halt’ 
miles from the Friends Mceting-house, and about 
2 miles from the Episcopal Church of Concoru, 
Delaware County, Pennsylvania.—To commence 
the 11th September next, at which the differen 
denominations of Christians are invited to come 
and pitch their tents, and stay during the encamp. 
ment. 

The Camp Ground is about 9 and a half miles 
from West-Chester, 5 and a half miles from Olid 
Chester on the Concord road,—From Wilmington 
10 miles, and from Marcus Hook about 4 and « 
half miles. 

N. B. The Directors and Managers concerned 
in the Camp regulations, do most strictly caution, 
and thus publicly notify all Mucksters, Suttlers, 
and Venders of ardent spirits, mult and fomented 
liquors, and drink of every kind, ayainst coming 
with any thing in the line of eating, drinking or 
giving away for that purpose And with the legal 
authority of our State, for our protection, tiat 
we may not be interrupted ia the worship and 
service of the Lorv our Gon, we now soleranly 
warn all and every of the said, above mentione:! 
persons, against coming within 3 miles of us on 
any side, or direction from the Camp. 


Sigued on behalf of the Directors and Manager: 


JOIN SMITH. 
Aug.17, 1822. 


—_—<-—- — 
A Camp Meeting will commence on Cecil Cir- 
cuit, on Tuesday the Quth Inst, in Mill Creek 
Hundred, near Mili ‘Town, on the land of Capr. 
William Montgomery, 2 miles North of Staunton, 
about 3 miles trom Newport, and about 6 miles 
West of Wilmington. 
August 10, 1822. 

— 
ACamp Meeting will commence on Cheste: 
Circuit, on Wednesday the 28th Inst. about 2 
miles from Old Chester, on the ground occupic: 
on the same occasion last year. 





August 10, 1822 





























